be classed as very good, and some of them as outstandingly brilliant. Naturally it is no textbook, and not everybody will want to own a copy, but every sensible doctor, specialist or not, will want to read it, so every library ought to stock it. It is a most stimulating book, extremely easy to read (much more exciting than any science fiction) and supplied with an excellent bibliography.
Congratulations to Dr Wrong and the Royal College of Physicians; we all look forward to the next time. The variety of fields in which pharmacological research has progressed during the last six years is reflected in this new edition of 'Recent Advances in Pharmacology'. No one author can be responsible for covering such a wide range of subjects and for the first time all chapters have been contributed by different authors on invitation.
Although new topics appear, including the prostaglandins review by Horton, interferon by Finter and Bucknell, calcitonin by Foster and McIntyre, gastrin by Preshaw and hyperbaric oxygen by Ledingham, the importance of advances in our knowledge of basic pharmacological principles is demonstrated in excellent contributions by Weatherall on the relationship between drugs and cell membranes, by Parke on the metabolism of drugs, by van Rossum on theories of drug-receptor interaction, and by Blaschko on catecholamine metabolism and storage. This book will be of great value, therefore, to teachers and students of basic pharmacology and to those engaged in clinical research. This is an excellent book for giving confidence to nonspecialists venturing into a field of knowledge which lack of time or opportunity has made them avoid before.
The subject matter deals with the physical and chemical behaviour of molecules and mixtures of biological relevance, after exposure to ionizing radiation. The chapter subjects range from the use of low temperature techniques to isolate physical effects in irradiated water, to the complex implications of genetic repair ofradiation damage.
The book transmits the expertise, enthusiasm and comradeship generated at the NATO meeting which sponsored it. The biologist will be able to read and understand the potential of many of the techniques involved, and will be stimulated to increase the standard of biological work to match the numeracy and precision of the methods of, for example, electron spin resonance, and pulse radiolysis. That such a standard can be applied to biological responses is seen in Lambert's chapters describing radiation effects on connective tissue, blood vessels, the heart and the eye.
Each chapter is a discrete review of a topic with an adequate bibliography, but the book as a whole provides a readable and sound basis for any doctor, chemist or biologist interested in the fundamental effects of ionizing radiation on biological materials. As is inevitable these days, it is probably too expensive at £6 10s for the individual, but is well worth while as a library investment.
PATRICIA J LINDOP Thyroid Neoplasia Proceedings of the 2nd Imperial Cancer Research Fund Symposium, London, April 1967 edited by Stretton Young and D R Inman pp xviii+470 illustrated 126s $19.50
London & New York: Academic Press 1968 This volume covers a wide range of subjects on thyroid physiology and pathology from a distinguished international and interdisciplinary cast. On classification of tumours, each succeeding paper adopts a slightly different terminology and definition; the conclusion from this section is best expressed in the final summing up by Professor Tubiana (France), who says: 'One of the pleas that such a symposium could make might be that a papillary carcinoma would have the same meaning all over the world.' Later papers attempting to classify and assess the significance of pathological changes are stimulating and at the same time confusing. In an account on the histogenesis of medullary carcinoma, E D Williams (London) draws attention to the coincidence of a Cushing type syndrome and relates the production of 5HT and thyrocalcitonin to the parafollicular cell system from the lateral thyroid anlage which has a different morphology and function from other types of thyroid tissue. Experimental, histochemical and immunological studies are described and illustrate various methods of research which can be applied to this puzzling condition. Enzyme histochemical studies show three enzymatically distinct types of cell in the thyroid; it is claimed that only two types give rise to malignant tumours.
The early chapters have a very practical application not only for pathologists but for
